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Usually  the  notes  I  have  for  this  "broadcast  have  to  do  with  food  and  hos- 
pitality.   But  today  I'm  going  to  change  that  subject  a  little — and  pass  on  to  you 
some  ideas  about  food  and  inho spi tall ty .     I've  some  suggestions  for  getting  rid  of 
certain  unwelcome  visitors — the  insects  that  come  into  the  kitchen.    For,  unfor- 
tunately, a  number  of  these  six-legged  creatures  like  the  same  kind  of  food  that  we 
do— only  they're  not  so  particular  about  the  way  it's  served. 

My  tips  today  for  discouraging  houseflies — ants — and  the  various  beetles 
and  moths  that  get  into  the  pantry — came  to  me  from  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture. 

Before  I  take  up  these  kitchen  pests,  insect  by  insect,  just  let  me  remind 
you  of  the  logical  first  step  in  getting  rid  of  any  kitchen  pest. 

"That  is,  get  all  food  out  of  the  way.     The  only  reason  the  insects  come 
into  the  kitchen  is  to  find  food.     So  see  that  garbage  is  disposed  of  as  quickly  as 
possible.    And  be  sure  that  the  lids  on  metal  garbage  cans — both  inside  the  house 
end  out— are  kept  on— and  that  they  fit  tightly." 

And.  now — for  Kitchen  Insect  Enemy  Number  One — the  common  housefly. 

"Probably  the  biggest  help  of  all  in  keeping  the  disease-carrying  housefly 
a*ay  from  the  family's  food  are  well-fitted  screens  on  all  doors  and  windows — with 


the 


screen  doors  opening  outwards.    Another  help — if  there  are  many  flies  swarming 


Cear  tlle  house  waiting  for  a  chance  to  come  in — are  home-made  fly  traps. 


"Still  another  effective  aid  in  keeping  flies  out  of  the  house — is  a  kero- 
sene-pyre thrum  spray  mixture.    You  can  mix  this  up  yourself  or  buy  it  ready-made. 
It's  especially  good  for  getting  those  flies  that  "buzz  around  the  outside  of  the 
kitchen  door.    Of  course  you  have  to  hit  them  with  the  spray  to  kill  them," 

But  even  if  you  take  all  these  precautions  to  keep  flies  out  of  the  house*- 
a  few  will  probably  get  in.     If  there  aren't  many,  the  constant  use  of  a  fly 
swatter — and  commercial  fly  poisons  and  fly  papers — will  keep  them  under  control. 

Or  use  the  same  spray  that  you  use  for  killing  those  flies  around  the  kit- 
chen door.    Close  up  the  room — then  spray  this  kerosene-pyre thrum  mixture  into  the 
air  until  there  is  a  good  floating  mist.    Half  an  hour  later — open  the  room,  and 
sweep  up  the  flies  on  the  floor — then  burn  them. 

One  time  to  be  especially  watchful  for  houseflies  is  along  late  in  the  fall. 
For  these  few  late  hangers-on  are  the  ones  that  come  out  next  spring  to  lay  eggs 
for  coming  generations  of  houseflies. 

There's  one  good  thing  about  fighting  houseflies,  though — you  know  where 
you  stand  with  them.     They  come  out  in  the  open  to  do  their  damage.     It's  different 
with  the  beetles  and  moths  that  get  into  pantry  supplies. 

"In  the  pantry  or  food  cupboard,  various  beetles  and  moths  may  do  damage. 
-•r-e  saw-tooth  grain  beetle-numerous  flour  beetles— the  Indian  meal  moth — the  drug- 
store beetle— and  the  cigarette  beetle  are  only  a  few  of  the  offenders.     They  in- 
fest cereals  and  cereal  products,  dried  fruits,  nut  meats,  and  spices — especially 
"hen  these  have  been  kept  on  the  shelves  for  several  months. 

You  may  not  have  even  an  inkling  that  there  beetles  are  at  work  'till  you 
take  out  a  sack  of  meal  that  you  haven't  touched  all  summer — or  until  you  notice 
stray  beetles  wandering  around  on  the  floor  or  scurrying  behind  the  shelves. 

"The  first  thing  to  do  when  you  discover  beetles  or  moths  in  the  pantry  is 
t0        for  the  infested  supply — then  take  this  outdoors  and  burn  it  or  destroy  it 


-  3  - 

someway.    Look  through  the  rest  of  the  supplies*     If  there's  flour  or  meal  that's 
only  slightly  infested — sift  it,  then  spread  it  in  a  thin  layer  in  a  baking  pan. 
Put  it  in  an  over  at  a  temperature  of  from  125  to  130  degrees  Fahrenheit.    Heat  it 
thoroughly.    Then  put  it  hack  into  tightly  covered  tin  cans,  or  in  unbroken  paper 
sacks  with  the  tops  folded  hack. 

"While  you're  taking  this  inventory  and  everything  is  off  the  shelves— wash 
the  shelves  thoroughly — giving  special  attention  to  the  cracks.  If  there  are  many 
stray  beetles  about,  use  a  little  kerosene  or  boiling  water  to  kill  those  that  may 
be  in  the  cracks  back  of  the  shelves." 

And  now  finally — for  the  persistent  and  elusive  ant. 

"The  ideal  way  to  get  rid  of  ants  is  to  find  the  colony  where  the  queen  and 
the  young  ants  are — then  to  destroy  that.    However — if  you  can't  find  the  colony 
or  can1 1  get  to  it — here  are  some  other  ways  of  dealing  with  the  ants.    Try  sprays — 
powders— and  poi son  baits. 

"The  same  kerosene-pyrethrum  spray  that  kills  flies  will  also  kill  ants — if 
you  sprey  it  directly  on  them.    And  plain  kerosene  in  shallow  dishes  under  furni- 
ture legs  will  keep  the  more  ad  venturous  ants  off  the  tables  and  other  movable 
furniture  until  you  get  all  the  ants  under  control. 

"Sometimes  ant  powder  discourages  ants — sometimes  it  doesn't.    But  it's 

worth  trying  anytime — because  if  it  does  work  it's  easy  to  apply  and  inexpensive, 
odium  fluoride  powder — which  is  poisonous  to  man  and  animals — is  a  good  powder  to 
use.   But  be  careful  not  to  get  it  into  food.    And  keep  it  away  from  children  and 
pets,   Bust  the  sodium  fluoride  powder  around  the  window  sills — drainboards — foun- 
dations—and  other  places  where  ants  crawl.    But  don't  put  it  in  any  place  that  it 
interferes  with  housekeeping  operations." 

And  now — supposing  the  ants  don't  like  the  poison  powder.     The  next  thing  to 
W  is  a  poison  bait — fixed  up  to  suit  the  taste  preferences  of  the  particular  kind 
thi^'    ^S  ma^  136  one  *hat  doesn't  like  sweets  but  goes  in  strongly  for  greasy 

agB.   You  may  have  to  try  several  kinds  before  you  find  one  that  the  ant  will 
tate  home  to  feed  the  colony. 

Slit  if  *  v/°n'^  try  to  give  you  the  details  of  making  and  using  these  poison  baits, 
you  d  like  the  directions — as  well  as  more  information  about  getting  rid  of 

titl6  t'lntS,  1  refer  you  t0  Leaflet  147  of  the  u-  s-  Department  of  Agriculture.  The 
I      °f  Leaflet  147  is  "House  Ants".     To  get  it,  write  to  the  U.  S.  Department  of 
griculture,  Washington,  D.  C.     This  publication  is  free  as  long  the  the  supply  lasts. 
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